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RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted by the 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its 
76th Annual Convention 
Providence, Rhode Island, September 17, 1986 
1. Impact of Environmental Contamination on Fish and Wildlife 
Species Caused by the Chernobyl Accident 
2. Reinstatement of the Accelerated Research Program 
3. Simplification of Falconry Rules 
4. Biological Control of Purple Loosestrife 
5. Computerized Fish and Wildlife Information Systems 
6. Economic Values of Fish and Wildlife Recreation 
7. In Support of “A Bill to Limit the Liability of Fishing Vessel Owners 
that Comply with Improved Safety Requirements” 
8. Resolution to Promote and Facilitate the Conservation Reserve Pro- 
gram Goals 
9. Public Land Grazing Fee Issue 
10. Project Wild 
11. Appreciation to Rhode Island 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
1412 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
THE “INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION . . 
The I.A.F.W.A. is composed of agencies, organizations and individuals 
engaged in the conservation of fish and wildlife resources in Canada, Mex- 
ico and the United States. Its objectives are to cultivate friendly relations 
and mutual understanding among officials engaged in natural resources 
conservation and to coordinate the programs that administer; to promote 
public understanding and appreciation of the importance of conserving 
natural resources; and to encourage the rational management of fish and 
wildlife resources. 
Governmental memberships are open to states, provincial, com- 
monwealth, and federal agencies responsible for administration of fish and 
wildlife and its habitat. Only governmental members enjoy voting 
privileges. Associate and life memberships are open to present and former 
officials or employees of wildlife conservation agencies or organizations. 
Nongovernmental organizations and corporations, and individuals, may 
support the work of the Association as contributing members. Member- 
ships are also available for related regional associations and for affiliated 
professional organizations. 
The Association holds meetings, publishes its proceedings, a newsletter, 
and reports on issues of immediate or special concern. Through its com- 
mitees, representation in Washington, and participation in study commis- 
sions, the Association brings its expertise and prestige to bear in behalf of 
needed advances and reforms in fish and wildlife management at both the 
state and national levels. Its concerns include related problems and pro- 
grams in Canada and Mexico. It represents the interests of its membership 
in sound wildlife conservation before congressional committees and ex- 
ecutive departments, and in judicial proceedings. 
The Association’s annual meeting is held every year usually during the se- 
cond week of September. A spring meeting is held in conjunction with the 
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. Sessions 
cover current fish and wildlife conservation policy issues. The joint 
meetings promote exchanges of ideas and philosophy between ad- 
ministrators and the professional fish and wildlife biologists, managers, and 
technical workers in related fields. 
Organized on July 20, 1902, at a meeting of state wardens and officials at 
Yellowstone National Park, the Association has played a major role in the 
evolution of national conservation affairs. Its officers and members have 
included many of the nation’s conservation leaders. It annually bestows the 
Seth Gordon Award to an individual who has contributed significantly to 
the administration of fish and wildlife and related programs. 
Resolution No. 1 
Impact of Environmental Contamination on Fish and 
Wildlife Species Caused by the Chernobyl Accident 
WHEREAS, the unfortunate, recent reactor accident at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power station provides an historic opportunity to investigate short- 
and long-term biological impacts of radioactive contamination on fish and 
wildlife species; 
WHEREAS, reports from European countries indicate that radioactive 
contamination has occurred in a number of habitats; and 
WHEREAS, migratory species may be contaminated by radioactive 
material and subsequently move across international borders; 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies strongly urges concerned governments 
and agencies including the International Atomic Energy Agency, to monitor 
and study contamination and impacts to fish and wildlife, especially 
migratory species covered by international treaties, that may be affected by 
this radioactive contamination. 
Resolution No. 2 
Reinstatement of the Accelerated Research Program 
WHEREAS, the need for consistent funding for research and manage- 
ment of migratory game birds other than waterfowl has long been recog- 
nized; 
WHEREAS, the 1967-82 Accelerated Research Program (ARP), a Con- 
gressionally-funded $250,000 annual addition to the USFWS budget, fi- 
nanced more than 130 research projects on doves, bandtailed pigeons, 
woodcock, sandhill cranes, snipe, rails, gallinules, and coots; produced 
more than 340 publications; resulted in more enlightened management of 
these species; and is continuing to create additional recreational oppor- 
tunities for the general public; 
WHEREAS, ARP funds were often matched by State wildlife agencies 
and universities, ARP was one of the most cost-effective USFWS programs 
on record; 
WHEREAS, a 1985 survey of all 50 State wildlife agencies revealed 47 
States still had migratory shore and upland game bird research needs that 
had not been addressed to date. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies strongly supports the re-establishment 
of ARP (or a similar program to address “webless” migratory game bird 
needs) as a Congressionally-funded $350,000 annual modification to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) budget. 
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